Application Detalls

A more detailed description of the applications installed on this server.

e Backrest (for Restic)

¢ Bludit
e BookStack

e Collabora Online

e InvoiceNinja 5

e Jellyfin
e Linkstack

e Lychee
e My Web

e Navidrome

e Nextcloud

e phpMyAdmin
* Piwigo

e Pure Blog

e Roundcube

e Shaarli

Vaultwarden

WordPress



Backrest (for Restic)

Backrest is a web-based management interface that makes working with Restic backups much
more approachable and easy to deal with.

Instead of relying entirely on the command line, it gives you a clean dashboard for configuring
backup jobs, checking backup status, reviewing history and handling restores with less friction.

It is especially useful for people who like Restic’s reliability and efficiency but want a more
convenient, visual way to manage their backup workflow. As a real ‘non-tech’ type, | recommend
this tool.

| also have this tool installed on my laptop and back up using a VPN connection to an SFTP server

at home. | also backup externally using iDrive S3. Very useful


https://github.com/garethgeorge/backrest
https://restic.net/
https://www.idrive.com/s3-storage-e2/

Bludit

Bludit is a lightweight, flat-file blogging and content management system that lets you create and

manage websites without needing a database.
It's easy to use, quick and perfect for blogs, personal sites and small projects.

| used to use this for my website, but | found the support and documentation a bit lacking. Also, for

what | was using it for, it was probably a bit much. | have since switched to Pure Blog, which is so
simple and easy to use.


https://www.bludit.com/
https://pureblog.org/

BookStack

BookStack is a platform that you can set up yourself to help you create, organise and share
information in a neat and easy-to-use way.

It uses a simple structure of books, chapters and pages, which makes it straightforward to group
related information and create clear, organised documentation libraries.

BookStack is often used for internal wikis, step-by-step guides (SOPs), onboarding guides, project
notes and technical documentation because it provides a clean editing experience, a powerful
search function and flexible permissions to control who can see or edit the content.

With its easy-to-use interface and focus on simplicity, BookStack is a practical choice for teams that
want a lightweight but powerful way to keep knowledge in one place.

| use BookStack as a wiki for this website and my yunohost domain, digitalcarnage.



https://www.bookstackapp.com/
https://yunohost.org/index.en.html
https://digitalcarnage.co.uk

Collabora Online

Collabora Online with Nextcloud is a fantastic document editing tool that brings real-time

collaboration right into your Nextcloud space. It lets you create, open and edit office documents,
spreadsheets and presentations in your browser without having to install any desktop software.

It's based on the open-source Collabora Online office suite, which makes it easy for multiple people
to edit the same file at the same time, with all the changes showing up instantly. Plus, it works well
with Nextcloud’s file storage and sharing features, so you get a smooth workspace for teams,
organisations and individual users who want a private, self-hosted option instead of the usual cloud
productivity tools.

This is especially helpful for teams that need secure document collaboration, version control and
centralised file management all in one place. You can access files from any device, share
documents easily and work together efficiently while keeping your data safe and sound.


https://www.collaboraonline.com/
https://nextcloud.com/

InvoiceNinja 5

Invoice Ninja 5 is a flexible, self-hosted invoicing and business management application designed
for freelancers, small businesses, and service-based teams. It helps me create professional
invoices, track payments, send estimates and quotes, manage clients, and monitor billing activity
from one centralised dashboard.

Version 5 continues Invoice Ninja’'s focus on clean design and streamlined workflows, making it
easier to handle everyday financial tasks without the complexity of larger accounting platforms.

Beyond invoicing, it also supports features such as expense tracking, recurring invoices, payment
reminders, credit notes, and client portals, giving businesses a more complete view of their billing
operations. Because it can be self-hosted, Invoice Ninja 5 is especially appealing to users who want
more control over their data while still benefiting from a modern, polished interface and
automation tools that save time.

As a self employed stage lighting designer, | use it on a regular basis.



https://invoiceninja.com/

Jellyfin

Jellyfin is a free, open-source media server that lets you organise, stream and access your personal
media collection from anywhere.

It lets you store and manage movies, TV shows, music, photos and other media in one place, then
stream that content to a wide range of devices through a web interface or compatible apps.

Jellyfin is designed to give users full control over their media without subscriptions, tracking or
cloud dependence, making it a popular choice for people who want a private, self-hosted
alternative to commercial streaming platforms.

In addition to media playback, Jellyfin offers helpful features such as user accounts, watch history,
subtitles, metadata fetching, library organisation and support for multiple clients and devices. It is
especially well suited for households, personal media collectors and enthusiasts who want a
customisable and privacy-focused way to manage their digital entertainment library.

All of mu media content is stored and played using Jellyfin, especially movies. | tend to use

Navidrome for music.


https://jellyfin.org/
https://digitalcarnage.co.uk/wiki/books/digitalcarnage-a-self-hosted-server/page/navidrome

Linkstack

LinkStack is a self-hosted, open-source “link in bio” platform that lets you create a single,
customisable page containing multiple links. It is designed for people who want one simple place to
send visitors from social media profiles, email signatures, business cards, or other online spaces
where only one link is practical.

Instead of sending people to just one destination, LinkStack gives you a central hub where you can
organise all the places you want them to visit.

What makes LinkStack especially appealing is that you run it yourself. That means you have control
over the design, the data, and the hosting environment, rather than depending on a third-party
service like Linktree. You can use your own domain, adjust the page to fit your branding, and
manage the system according to your own needs. This makes it a strong choice for users who
value privacy, flexibility, and ownership.

At its simplest, LinkStack turns one link into many. A creator can point followers to a video channel,
a shop, a donation page, and social profiles. A business can direct customers to support, booking,
products, and contact information. A freelancer can use it as a neat portfolio gateway. The page is
usually mobile-friendly, easy to update, and built to keep everything clean and accessible.

In short, LinkStack is a practical tool for anyone who wants a polished, self-managed link hub
without depending on a commercial platform. It combines convenience with control, which is a very
respectable little internet superpower.

You can see my LinkStack here.


https://linkstack.org/
https://links.digitalcarnage.co.uk/@derek

Lychee

Lychee Photo Gallery is a self-hosted platform for organising, viewing, and sharing photos in a

clean, modern interface. It is designed for people who want more control over their image library
than they would get from a cloud-based photo service. Instead of relying on a third party to store
and manage your pictures, Lychee lets you run your own gallery on your own server, VPS, home
machine, or hosting setup. That makes it a strong choice for anyone who values privacy,
ownership, and flexibility.

At its core, Lychee is built to make photo management simple and visually appealing. You can
upload images, create albums, browse your collection, and share galleries with others in a polished
format. The interface is lightweight and easy to navigate, which helps keep the focus on the photos
rather than the software. It is especially useful for photographers, families, and anyone who wants
a neat way to present and organise images without a complicated workflow.

One of Lychee’s biggest strengths is that it gives you full control over your content. Since the
photos are stored on your own infrastructure, you decide who can access them and how they are
shared. This makes it a practical option for private albums, client galleries, event photos, or long-
term personal archives. Unlike large commercial services, Lychee is not tied to subscription tiers or
restrictive ecosystems, so you can manage it in a way that suits your needs.

In short, Lychee Photo Gallery is a simple but powerful solution for anyone who wants a private,
self-hosted photo platform. It combines clean design with control and flexibility, offering a reliable
way to organise and share your pictures on your own terms. This instance is used at

derekjoneslighting.com as a gallery for Capture.



https://lychee.electerious.com/
https://derekjoneslighting.com
https://derekjoneslighting.com/capture/
https://capture.se

My Web

My Web on YunoHost is a simple app that helps you create a basic personal website on your own

server without too much hassle. It’s perfect for those who want a straightforward way to start self-
hosting, rather than using a complicated website builder or a full content management system.
Basically, it gives you a clean web presence that you can use as a homepage, personal landing
page or a simple informational site.

Since it runs on YunoHost, the app takes advantage of YunoHost’s focus on making self-hosting
easier. This means that setting it up, managing it and keeping it running is much easier than
setting up a web server from scratch. For someone who wants to get online quickly without dealing
with a bunch of configuration files, that is a great shortcut.

What makes My Web so good is its simplicity. It is not trying to be a flashy publishing platform with
lots of themes and plugins. Instead, it gives you a simple foundation for putting text, links and
basic information on the internet under your own control. That makes it useful for personal pages,
small projects, home server dashboards or anyone who wants a no-nonsense website that they can
manage themselves.

In short, YunoHost’'s My Web app is a practical option for people who want an easy, self-hosted
website without unnecessary complexity. It fits nicely into the YunoHost ecosystem and offers a
simple path to owning your own corner of the web.

A little out of date but | use My Web for my bio page and for Pure Comments a comments app that

you can embed in your wesite.


https://apps.yunohost.org/app/my_webapp
https://yunohost.org/index.en.html
https://derekjoneslighting.com/bio/
https://purecomments.org/

Navidrome

Navidrome is a music server that you can set up yourself, so you can stream and manage your own
music library from your own server. It's perfect for those who want the ease of a modern music
streaming service without relying on a commercial platform. Instead of uploading your songs to a
third-party company, you keep your collection on hardware or hosting that you control, whether
that’s a home server, VPS, NAS or another private setup.

One of Navidrome’'s biggest advantages is that it makes large music libraries feel more
manageable. You can browse albums, artists and playlists through a clean web interface and
access your music from different devices using compatible apps or browsers. This makes it a
practical choice for people who have spent years building a personal collection and want a way to
enjoy it anywhere, without handing it over to a subscription service with changing rules and fees.

Navidrome is especially appealing because it focuses on simplicity and performance. It’s relatively
lightweight, which means it can run well on modest hardware while still handling a serious library.
It also supports common music formats and works nicely as a central hub for listening at home or
on the go. For users who value control, privacy and ownership, that combination is hard to beat.

In short, Navidrome is a flexible and dependable way to turn your own music files into a personal
streaming service. It gives you the feel of a polished music platform while keeping your collection
under your own control, which is exactly the sort of civilised rebellion many music lovers
appreciate.

| use Navidrome a lot. | have a desktop app called Freishin and Substreamer on my mobile devices.



https://www.navidrome.org/
https://github.com/jeffvli/feishin
https://substreamer.org/

Nextcloud

Nextcloud is a cloud platform that you can set up on your own server, so you can store, sync and
share files without needing a third-party service. It's often seen as a private alternative to
platforms like Google Drive, Dropbox or OneDrive, but it offers much more than just file storage.
With Nextcloud, you can create a personal or organisational cloud system that you control
completely, including your data, permissions and branding.

At its heart, Nextcloud makes it simple to access your files from anywhere while keeping them on
the infrastructure you manage. You can upload documents, photos and other files, sync them
across devices and share them with others through secure links or shared folders. Because it’s self-
hosted, it’s a great choice for people and organisations who value privacy, compliance and
ownership of their information.

What really sets Nextcloud apart is its ability to do so much more than just store files. It can include
calendars, contacts, notes, task management, collaborative editing, video calls and more,
depending on how you configure it. This makes it feel less like a single app and more like a full
cloud ecosystem. It’s flexible enough to serve a personal home server, a small team or even a
larger organisation that wants more control than a commercial cloud service offers.

Nextcloud is also known for its open-source nature and active community. It can be extended with
apps and integrations, which means users can customise it to their needs instead of adapting their
workflow to someone else’s product design. It does require more setup and maintenance than a
hosted service, but that trade-off gives you independence, customisation and the peace of mind
that your data isn’t floating around in someone else’s business model.

In short, Nextcloud is a powerful self-hosted cloud platform that combines file syncing, sharing and
productivity tools in one private environment. It's a practical solution for anyone who wants the
convenience of the cloud without giving up control, which is a very reasonable way to resist
modern digital chaos.

| use Nextcloud for my personal files and for my work. | have been using it since it was spun off
from ownCloud. It does everything for me that | need, calendars, contact list, office suite and whole
bunch of stuff. I'm a fan


https://nextcloud.com/

phpMyAdmin

phpMyAdmin is a web-based tool that simplifies managing MySQL and MariaDB databases using a
browser instead of command-line commands. It has become a well-known database management
tool in the PHP world because it offers a visual way to explore databases, run queries, create
tables, edit records and handle common database tasks without needing to be a database expert in
a dark basement.

At its core, phpMyAdmin is about making things easier. It provides a graphical interface for tasks
that would otherwise require SQL commands or specialised database clients. This makes it
especially useful for developers, website administrators and hosting providers who need to manage
databases quickly and efficiently. Whether you are importing a database backup, checking a table
structure, browsing rows of data or adjusting user permissions, phpMyAdmin puts those tools in an
accessible browser window.

One of the reasons it remains popular is its broad support and familiarity. Many shared hosting
environments include it by default, and because it runs in a browser, it can be accessed from
nearly anywhere without installing desktop software. It is also open-source, which means it benefits
from a long history of use, review and refinement. For many people, it is simply the tool they
already know when they need to peek under the hood of a web application.

phpMyAdmin is especially handy for applications built on MySQL or MariaDB, since it offers a
straightforward way to troubleshoot problems, export data or manage database structures during
development and maintenance. It is not intended to replace more advanced database
administration tools for every scenario, but it does cover a huge range of everyday needs with very
little friction.

In short, phpMyAdmin is a practical and well-established web interface for managing MySQL and
MariaDB databases. It turns database administration into something more visual and approachable,
which is a relief for anyone who prefers clicking through tables instead of wrestling with SQL at
midnight.


https://www.phpmyadmin.net/

Piwigo

Piwigo is a photo gallery platform that you can set up on your own server, perfect for those who
want to organise, show off and share their own images. It’'s a great alternative to cloud-based
photo services because it gives you full control over your galleries, storage and how your photos
are presented. If you're looking for a private, customisable space for your pictures, Piwigo is a
practical and well-established option.

Piwigo is designed to make photo management easy. You can upload images, group them into
albums, add tags or descriptions and create a structure that makes browsing large collections a
breeze. It also supports sharing, so you can make some albums public while keeping others private.
This balance of openness and control makes it useful for personal archives, family collections,
client galleries and event photography.

One of Piwigo’s biggest strengths is its flexibility. Being open-source and self-hosted, it can be used
on various environments, from a home server to a VPS or standard web hosting. It also supports
extensions and themes, allowing you to customise the look and behaviour of the gallery to better
suit your needs. This makes it suitable for people who want more than a basic slideshow but still
value a clean, manageable experience.

Piwigo is also appreciated for its practical features. It includes tools for searching, sorting and
organising photos, and it is designed to handle larger collections without becoming overly
complicated. The interface is generally easy to navigate, which helps make the platform
approachable even when the library grows over time. For users who want their gallery to remain
organised and pleasant to use, that simplicity is a major benefit.

In short, Piwigo is a reliable self-hosted photo gallery platform for anyone who wants more control
over their images without sacrificing convenience. It combines organisation, privacy and flexibility
in a way that makes it a solid choice for personal photo archives, shared albums and professional

image collections. In the grand tradition of ‘my photos, my rules’, it gets the job done with style.

I'm a massive fan or Piwigo and have been using it for a long time, since before it was called

PhpWebGallery. Now that's going back some! | try and keep a nice gallery here.


https://www.piwigo.org/
https://derekjones.net/photos

Pure Blog

I'm a big fan of this relative new comer. Its quick, clean and simple. Have a look at my not so

active blog here.

Pure Blog is a blogging platform that’s perfect for those who want a clean, easy-to-use space to
share their thoughts without being tied down to a big, hosted service. It’s all about the basics of
blogging, giving you a simple way to write posts, organise them and share them with your readers.
If you prefer a straightforward experience over a cluttered feature set, Pure Blog offers a calm and
practical way to publish.

What makes a platform like Pure Blog so appealing is its focus on control and clarity. Instead of
relying on a third-party service, you can host it yourself and manage your own content, layout and
data. That makes it a great fit for writers, hobbyists, small projects and anyone who wants a
personal blog that feels more like their own space than a product managed by someone else. It's
like having a tidy notebook instead of a desk covered in sticky notes.

A platform in this style is usually designed to make publishing easy. That means writing posts,
editing them, organising them by date or category and presenting them in a readable format. The
appeal isn’t just in creating articles, but in doing so with minimal effort. A lightweight blogging
setup can be especially helpful for people who want to focus on writing instead of spending time
configuring a complicated system.

Pure Blog also suits users who value privacy, ownership and flexibility. Self-hosted blogging means
your content lives on infrastructure you control, which can be reassuring for personal journals,
independent publications, project updates or small communities. You are not locked into the
policies, ads or limitations of a commercial publishing platform, and you can shape the blog to
match your needs.

In short, Pure Blog is a simple blogging solution for people who want a direct, self-managed way to
publish online. It keeps the focus on writing and ownership, making it a sensible choice for anyone
who wants a personal blog without unnecessary extras getting in the way.


https://derekjones.net
https://pureblog.org/

Roundcube

Roundcube is a webmail app that lets you get to and manage your emails using a browser instead
of a separate desktop program. It’s built to give you a familiar and organised way to read, write
and sort your messages, which is great if you want to access your emails from anywhere without
having to install extra software. It’s like having the convenience of modern web access, but with
the feel of a traditional mail client.

One of Roundcube’s biggest advantages is how easy and simple it is to use. It has all the basic
tools you need for everyday email, like keeping track of your inbox, searching for messages,
creating folders, managing contacts and writing replies. The interface is usually clean and easy to
understand, which helps keep email management from getting messy with lots of tabs, buttons
and confusing icons. That makes it especially good for people who prefer things to be clear and
straightforward.

Roundcube is also a favourite for people who set up their own private email systems. Since it
connects to your existing mail servers, it can act as the web front end for your private or business
email system. This gives you more control over how your email is accessed and presented, while
still being easy to use from a browser on your desktop or mobile devices. You'll often find it in
hosting environments where you need a simple and reliable webmail client.

In short, Roundcube is a lightweight and well-designed webmail solution that makes email
management easy to do through the browser. It strikes a good balance between being practical,
clean and flexible, making it a great choice for anyone who wants a dependable web-based email
experience without any unnecessary clutter.


https://roundcube.net/

Shaarli

| like Shaarli is a lightweight, self-hosted bookmarking tool perfect for those who prefer to save,

organise and share web links on their own terms. Instead of relying on a commercial bookmarking
service, Shaarli allows you to keep your collection of links on your own server, giving you more
control over your data and how it is used. It is especially appealing to users who like simple tools
that do one job well without a lot of extra noise.

At its core, Shaarli is about keeping track of useful links in a clean and efficient way. You can save
pages you want to revisit, add tags or notes to help organise them and browse your collection later
without digging through browser history like a raccoon searching a recycling bin. It is designed to
be fast and straightforward, making it easy to manage a personal knowledge stash or a curated list
of resources.

One of Shaarli’'s biggest strengths is its privacy and independence. Because it is self-hosted, your
bookmarks are stored on infrastructure you control rather than on a third-party platform. That
makes it a good fit for people who care about ownership, simplicity and avoiding ad-driven
services. It can also be useful as a public link collection, a personal reference library or even a
shared resource page for a team or community.

In short, Shaarli is a practical bookmarking platform for people who want a simple, private and self-
managed way to store links. It combines ease of use with full control, making it a solid choice for
anyone who wants their bookmarks to live somewhere they actually own.


https://github.com/shaarli/Shaarli

Vaultwarden

Vaultwarden is a self-hosted password manager server that works as a compatible alternative to
Bitwarden’s official backend. It gives individuals, families, and small teams a way to store
passwords and sensitive notes on their own infrastructure rather than relying entirely on a third-
party cloud service. For people who care about privacy, ownership, and keeping their data under
their own roof, Vaultwarden is a very appealing option.

One of the biggest reasons people choose Vaultwarden is that it keeps the familiar Bitwarden
experience while being much lighter and easier to run. It is designed to work efficiently on modest
hardware, which means it can run on a home server, VPS, Raspberry Pi, or small Docker setup
without demanding a lot of resources. That makes it practical for users who want the convenience
of a modern password manager without the overhead of a heavier server stack.

Vaultwarden is useful because it supports the core features people expect from a password vault.
Users can store login credentials, secure notes, and other sensitive information, then access them
through apps and browser extensions that integrate with the Bitwarden ecosystem. In everyday
use, it helps people generate strong passwords, autofill credentials, and keep everything organised
in encrypted form. In other words, it turns password chaos into something a bit more civilised and a
lot less “sticky note on the monitor.”

Another major advantage is control. Because Vaultwarden is self-hosted, you decide where the
data lives, how backups are handled, and who can access the server. That can be especially
valuable for small organisations or technical users who want a private password management
solution without subscription lock-in or vendor dependency. It also makes Vaultwarden attractive
for people who want to learn more about self-hosting while using a tool they’ll actually rely on
every day.

In short, Vaultwarden is a compact, self-hosted password manager that delivers the essentials of
secure credential storage with a strong emphasis on privacy and efficiency. It is a smart choice for
anyone who wants the convenience of a modern password vault while keeping control of their data
on their own server.

| use it everywhere, everyday. Its on my laptop and all my mobile devices.


https://github.com/dani-garcia/vaultwarden

WordPress

Love it or hate it, WordPress is a content management system, or CMS, that makes it possible to
build and manage websites without needing to hand-code everything from scratch. It began as a
blogging platform, but over time it has grown into a flexible system used for blogs, business
websites, online stores, portfolios, news sites, and just about every other corner of the internet that
likes to wear a nice theme. Its popularity comes from the fact that it combines ease of use with a
huge amount of flexibility.

At its core, WordPress helps users create pages and posts, manage media, install themes, and
extend functionality with plugins. That means someone can start with a simple personal blog and
later turn it into a full-featured site with contact forms, galleries, memberships, e-commerce, SEO
tools, and more. The dashboard is designhed to be approachable, so people with little technical
experience can publish content and maintain a website without feeling like they’ve been dropped
into the cockpit of a small spaceship.

A major reason WordPress is so widely used is the massive ecosystem around it. Thousands of
themes and plugins exist, giving users a near-endless range of design and functionality options.
This makes it a strong choice for individuals, small businesses, agencies, and large organisations
alike. Because it is open-source, users also benefit from a large community of developers and
contributors who help improve the platform, create extensions, and provide support.

WordPress can be used in different ways depending on the setup. Many people use the hosted
version at WordPress.com, while others install the self-hosted version on their own server or web
host for more control and customisation. Self-hosting gives users greater ownership over their
data, branding, and configuration, though it also means they are responsible for updates, backups,
and maintenance. In return, they get a platform that can grow with their needs rather than boxing
them into a one-size-fits-all arrangement.

In short, WordPress is a powerful and versatile publishing platform that makes website creation
accessible to beginners while still offering the depth and extensibility needed by advanced users. It
remains a go-to choice for building anything from a simple blog to a complex, content-rich website.

| use wordpress for a couple of websites that | manage. Have a look here


https://wordpress.com/
https://digitalcarnage.co.uk/wiki/books/digitalcarnage-a-self-hosted-server/page/worpress-multipule-instances

